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• What is picture research?
• Bespoke photography
• Licensing and copyright
• Free image resources
• Paid image resources
• Model release
• Useful search terms
• Good practice



A picture researcher can help with
• Finding images for print and digital.
• Buying or advising on the necessary licence.
• Editing images in Photoshop.
• Generate ideas for picture and video content 

across social media.
• Building a bank of image stock to work with branding.
• Sourcing credits for images.
• Advising on legal image use.
• Cultural considerations.
• Finding photographers.

What is picture research?



Bespoke photography

Your own in-house photography is an investment 
It’s always going to be original, on brand and 
guarantees it’s yours to use as you wish.

Marketing Experiments ran a survey in 2011 which 
found a 35% increase in website conversions where 
there was a photo of the business owner. 

It promotes trust and familiarity.

Drive photographers
www.ianolsson.com
www.catgoryn.co.uk

http://www.ianolsson.com/


Licensing and copyright 

3 billion images are shared online every day. 85% of them 
get stolen. (Copytrack, 2019)

The internet doesn’t mean public domain and free to use. 
Someone took the photo which means it’s their copyright. 

Photographers and creators of work license images and 
grant photo usage rights. Agencies may license images if 
the photographer has contractually allowed them to be 
granted such as Getty or Shutterstock.

The most common license use of images are editorial use, 
commercial use (e.g. on products) and use for 
promotional purposes, or by size of file.

DACS is a good resource to check up-to-date copyright 
advice and laws. www.dacs.org.uk/knowledge-base



The term royalty-free is confusing as these images are 
liable to licensing requirements and chargable. 

Royalty-Free licenses (RF licenses) refers to a term for a 
license model under which images according to the photo 
usage rights can be acquired at flat-rate fees. All RF 
images are subject to non-exclusive rights of use.

A royalty is a fee paid to the author or creator of a work 
each time a copy of that work is used or sold. Generally, 
this fee comes in the form of a royalty.

Royalty-free



Rights managed images require a single charge only; 
this does mean that you can only use the image once. 

For example, if you use a rights managed image for your 
website, but want to also use it for a brochure, a new 
licensing agreement will be required for the use of the 
same image for the brochure.

Rights managed images allows you to purchase the 
image with either an exclusive or non-exclusive 
copyright agreement. 

Licensing – Rights Managed



• Rights managed stock has high quality images and a 
wider variety of images, meaning that you are not 
obligated to filter through pages of poor quality images 
in order to get to the better quality ones. 

• Rights managed stock also has tracking, which protects 
the image from re-use. 

• Rights managed stock is generally more expensive.
• Royalty free images have only one, fixed cost, which 

allows unlimited use of the image. The price varies 
depending on image size required. Web images that 
are 72dpi will cost less than print images of 300dpi. 

• Due to the non-exclusivity of royalty free images, 
chances are your content won’t be the only one with 
that image.

Pros and cons



Creative Commons is a way of licensing images for free. 
It’s often termed as free of cost which can be interpreted 
as unrestricted use.

Creative Commons (CC) is a non-profit organization that 
provides creators with ready-made license agreements for 
the purpose of sharing legally-protected content. Creative 
Commons itself is neither a publisher of content nor a 
contracting party. Creative Commons licenses are used by 
the authors at their own discretion to regulate how their 
content can be use.  

There are six types of license which cover different uses 
from Attribution which allows editing of images and 
commercial use through to Attribution, No Commercial 
Use and No Editing. 

Creative Comms

https://creativecommons.org/


For any image to be available for commercial use a 
release is required for any recognisable people or 
property in the image.

A release is a written permission from an individual 
or property owner allowing the use of that person's 
likeness or property (for example, a private home, a 
place of business, a copyrighted work of art, or in 
some cases, an animal) in an image for commercial 
purposes. (Generally speaking, commercial use 
means a use that is intended to sell a product, raise 
money or promote or endorse something.) 

Right-to-privacy, right-to-publicity (in the case of 
celebrities), trademark, and copyright laws require 
that you have releases if the images are to be used 
for commercial purposes.

Model release 



• StockSnap.io
• pexels.com
• unsplash.com
• www.reshot.com
• pixabay.com
• www.foodiesfeed.com

Sites with restricted or specialist uploads 
• https://gratisography.com - content loaded by Rob 

from Bells Design
• https://focastock.com - by Jeff Betts
• https://skitterphoto.com - loaded by the site owners
• https://www.lifeofpix.com - content from Lerroy

agency 
• https://littlevisuals.co - site content by late Nic Jackson
• https://jaymantri.com - 7 new photos released every 

Thursday by Jay Mantri

Free image resources

335 uses (Google Image Search)

Points to note
- Heavily used and not exclusive
- Not always loaded by 

photographer
- Be aware of landmarks, for 

example The Eiffiel Tower 
- Model’s permission isn’t 

always guaranteed

https://focastock.com/
https://www.lifeofpix.com/


https://bapla.org.uk/image-suppliers/
BAPLA represents image licensors. It is the UK trade 
association for picture libraries and agencies. Lots of 
specialist agencies including Science Photo Library, 
British Library and National Trust are members.

Other resources which are not part of BAPLA
• Adobe Stock – photos, templates, 3D and 

editorial images
• Almay – pay per image
• Deposit – 80m photos on a subscription model
• Envato Elements and Envato Maketplace - pay per 

download or monthly fee
• EyeEm – pay per image and subscription models
• Getty – pay per image
• Pixel rockstar.com – copyright cleared WordPress 

plug-in
• Shutterstock – 219m images on a subscription model

Paid image resources

https://bapla.org.uk/image-suppliers/




Images are tagged with meta data. A red telephone box is a broad 
term. You may want to add in rural, city or road.  

Use the filters to help with colours, people, age and ethnicity. 

What style do you need? Abstract, watercolour, graphic?

Sign into image libraries to curate boards.

Do you need copy space? You can use this as a search term in most 
paid image libraries.

Be aware of the type of image. Vector is editable, illustrations may 
not be, and photos are usually unlayered JPG files.

Web images are a small resolution at 72dpi and print is 300dpi. If 
you are planning to use image on more than one media, download 
the largest size and use image editing software to resize. 

Check the image permissions to see what you can edit.

Searching for good images



Credit the photographer, it’s nice to be recognised.

Be aware of your own data. Social networking sites may 
update privacy settings and it is important to check that 
you do not unwittingly make publicly available 
photographs you originally intended to keep private.

Use the right license for the image use.

If in doubt, look elsewhere or ask permission from the 
photographer.

Invest to go bespoke and get out your phone! 

Using content without permission constitutes copyright 
infringement and can lead to lawsuits and fines. It also 
robs artists and creators of fair compensation.

Good practice


